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Mission Statement 
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Background 
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Aim of the Policy 
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Definitions 
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“Any incident of threatening behaviour, violence or abuse (psychological, 
 physical, sexual, financial or emotional) between people who are, or 
have been, intimate partners or family members, regardless of gender or 
sexuality”!
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Possible Indicators of Forced marriage 
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EDUCATION 
Truancy 
Low motivation at school 
Poor exam results 
Withdrawal from school 
Long holiday planned 
Not planning further or higher 
education 
Not involved in extra curricular 
activities 
Very driven to perform well 
academically at school (
route from family) 

escape 

EMPLOYMENT 
Poor performance 
Poor attendance 
Limited career choices 
Not allowed to work 
Unreasonable financial 
control e.g. 
confiscation of wages/  
income 
Not allowed to take 
part in social events or 
business trips! 

POLICE 
INVOLVEMENT 

Young person  or other 
young family members 

reported as missing 
Reports of domestic 

abuse in family 
Young person reported 

for offences such as 
shoplifting or substance 

misuse 
Threats to kill 

 

 
FAMILY HISTORY 

Siblings forced to marry 
Family disputes 
Domestic abuse 

Running away from home 
Excessive restrictions e.g. house 

arrest 

Forced 
Marriage 

HEALTH 
Self-harm 

Attempted suicide 
Eating disorders 

Depression 
Isolation 

Risky behaviour such as drug 
taking 

PRIOR CHILDREN’S 
SOCIALCARE 

INVOLVEMENT 
Referrals/ assessments 
concerning neglect or 

sexual, physical, emotional 
or psychological abuse of 

children in the family 
Child in family is or was on 

protection register 
Young person has physical 

or mental disability 
 

!
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Factors that Increase the Risk of Forced Marriage 
!
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If the young person has disclosed sexual abuse within the family 
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If the young person is gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender!
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If the young person has a boyfriend or girlfriend of their own choice 
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If the young person has a mental or physical disability or mental health 
problems. 
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If the young person is in a single parent household or has fairly recently 
experienced a change in the immediate family make-up e.g. a parent 
has died or a step-parent moves in. 
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Possible Consequences of Forced Marriage 
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Possible Consequences of refusing a Forced Marriage 
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General Guidelines for Dealing with a Disclosure of 
Forced Marriage  
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First Steps 
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What to do if it is believed that a young person is going abroad 
for the purpose of a Forced Marriage!!
!
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Information required to assist Children’s Social Care, the Police 
and/or the Forced Marriage Unit 
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This is a simplified flowchart of the process.  Please note that this flowchart 
does not fully explore all the issues so please refer to the main text 
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PRACTICE GUIDELINES FOR POLICE OFFICERS 
!
For more information see Dealing with Cases of Forced Marriage – 
Guidance for Police. Association of Chief Police Officers 
 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/Files/kfile/forcedmarriageguidelines.pdf
!
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The first priority in all cases is to do everything possible to ensure the safety 
and well being of the victim.!
!
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Actions to be taken 
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Additional Steps: 
!
!! K*0&!:F&!.#?8+!3&$7#8!3&$7#8)-!7)A&:.!)'0*%&<!
!! Q$&):&!)!$&7:$*%:&'!&8:$.!*8!:F&!A#$%&!*8:&--*+&8%&!7.7:&;<!coK(,!'#&7!

8#:!F)0&!:F*7!A)%*-*:.!):!3$&7&8:!W!1#$>!*7!#8+#*8+!:#!&7:)D-*7F!)!7?*:)D-&!
;&)87!#A!$&%#$'*8+!:F&!*8:&--*+&8%&e<!

!! G'&8:*A.!)8.!3#:&8:*)-!%$*;*8)-!#AA&8%&!)8'!7?D;*:!)!%$*;&!$&3#$:!*A!
)33-*%)D-&<!

!! 9&%?$&!&0*'&8%&!):!)--!7:)+&7!)7!)!3$#7&%?:*#8!;).!A#--#1<!

http://www.fco.gov.uk/Files/kfile/forcedmarriageguidelines.pdf
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PRACTICE GUIDELINES FOR EDUCATION PRACTITIONERS  
!
!
For more information see Dealing with Cases of Forced Marriage – 
Guidance for Education Practitioners – Department for Education & Skills.  
 
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/_doc/8122/forced%20marriage%20educat
ion.pdf
!
Tackling Forced Marriages in Schools and Colleges 
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!
Information for Education Professionals from the Department for 
Education and Skills and the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office. 
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PRACTICE GUIDELINES FOR SOCIAL WORKERS 
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For more information see Young people and vulnerable adults facing 
forced marriage- Practice Guidance for Social Workers – Association of 
Directors in Social Services 
 
http://www.adss.org.uk/publications/guidance/marriage.pdf
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Initial Response to referral 
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PRACTICE GUIDANCE FOR HEALTH PRACTITIONERS 
!
Currently (2006) there is no availability of specialist information (equivalent 
to that for the Police, Social Workers and Education practitioners). 
Therefore, Health Practitioners should give particular attention to the 
General Guidelines contained within this document at page 16.!
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Information sharing between the NHS and other agencies 
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Aim: 

 
“The aim of public policy is that citizens receive the health and social care 
services required to meet their needs through the most effective and 
efficient organisation of available agency services that can be achieved 
for the particular circumstances of the individual.  Sharing personal 
information between partner agencies is vital to the provision of co-
ordinated and seamless care to an individual. Legislation does not 
prevent information sharing between partner agencies delivering services, 
though there are important rules and parameters to be observed, 
especially in handling security and confidentiality” 
(Source:!NHS Executive, 1999) 
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Sources of Help 
 
The Forced Marriage Unit 
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Tameside Women’s Project Ltd. 
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National Domestic Violence Helpline 
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Runaway Help line 
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Tameside Traveller Refugee and Asylum Seeker Team!
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Off the Record 
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Sojourners House 
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Saheli Ltd 
Specialist service for South Asian women and children. Based in 
Manchester 
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http://www.runawayhelpline.org/
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http://www.offtherecord.demon.co.uk/
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Glossop Women’s Aid 
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Southall Black Sisters  
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Muslim Women’s Helpline 
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Broken Rainbow LGBT 
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The Albert Kennedy Trust 
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Childline 
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NSPCC Asian helpline  
Helpline: 0800 096 7719 
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Rights of Women 
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Victim Support and Witness Service Tameside 
"$&&!)8'!%#8A*'&8:*)-!7?33#$:!:#!F&-3!0*%:*;7!'&)-!1*:F!&X3&$*&8%&!#A!
%$*;&!!W!1F&:F&$!#$!8#:!:F&!%$*;&!1)7!$&3#$:&'<!N*:8&77!9&$0*%&!%)8!F&-3!
3&#3-&!+#*8+!:#!Q#?$:!W!D&A#$&S!'?$*8+!)8'!)A:&$!:F&!:$*)-<!Q)8!F&-3!0*%:*;7!
$&3#$:!:F&!%$*;&!:#!:F&!,#-*%&<!!!
Q)--_! ! 56L6!@@J!66J5!
&W;)*-_! *8A#q0*%:*;7?33#$:W:);&7*'&<%#<?>
1&D7*:&! 111<0*%:*;7?33#$:W:);&7*'&<%#<?>
!
St. Mary’s Sexual Assault Referral Centre 
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Manchester Rape Crisis 
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http://www.childline.org.uk/
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http://www.victimsupport-tameside.co.uk/
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Tameside Sanctuary Housing Scheme 
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http://www.manchesterrapecrisis.co.uk/

